
GRADUATE COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting 

September 21, 2007 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dean Judith Walker de Felix at 1:30 p.m.  Members 
in attendance were:  Michael Bahr, Haiyan Cai, Cynthia Dupureur, Sally Ebest, Teresa 
Guess, Ruth Jenkins, Stephen Moehrle, Michael Murray, David Ronen.  Members absent 
were:  Carl Bassi, David Kimball, Bill Kyle, Wendy Olivas, and Richard Rosenfeld.  
Susan Kashubeck-West is on leave for Fall 2007. 
 
I. Minutes
 
 The minutes of the August 24, 2007 meeting were approved. 
 
 
II. Review of Course Proposals  
 
 The following proposals were reviewed and recommended for approval: 
 
 Bio 4622 “Molecular Biology of the Cell” – change prerequisite, description 
 TE 7712 “Discourse Analysis in Education – new 
 SW 4670 “Cross Cultural Perspective on Social Policy” – new 
 

The following courses were placed on hold for additional information on 
prerequisites. 
 
Bio 4642 “Plant Biology and Biotechnology” – change title, description. 
JCE 4811 “Inland Water Transportation and Port Plan” 
 
Council unanimously approved the above actions. 
 
 

III. Review of Program Proposal Changes 
 

Council unanimously approved changes in degree requirements for the M.S. in 
Biochemistry and Biotechnology: with a friendly amendment to change the word 
“foreign” in the last paragraph to “international”.   

 
IV. Proposal regarding non-graduate faculty teaching graduate courses (Purdue 

policy)
 

The Dean distributed a Graduate Council document from the mid-1990s of 
expectations for Graduate Faculty status. The former and current policies on 
Graduate Faculty appointments, a current listing of requests for Graduate Faculty 



approval and the Purdue policy.  Currently, the Graduate Dean may authorize 
non-graduate faculty to teach graduate courses for a 5 year period.   

 
At the August meeting we discussed how to handle Graduate Faculty requests for 
clinical and non-tenure track faculty. The Purdue policy lists two categories:  
“graduate faculty” for tenure-track faculty and “special appointment” for 
individuals who do not meet the conditions required for regular graduate faculty 
status.   The special appointment category might include our clinical research 
faculty, non-tenure track faculty, adjuncts with a doctoral degree, faculty 
supervising internships, etc.  The colleges of Nursing, Social Work and Business 
discussed using clinical faculty without a terminal degree to supervise internships.  
 
Council asked the Dean to prepare a policy on these issues which will be 
discussed at the October 2007 meeting. 
 
Council reviewed the request for Daniel Rust to be appointed to the Graduate 
Faculty.  Dr. Rust is an Assistant Teaching Professor affiliated with History, 
Business and the Center for Transportation Studies.  Council unanimously 
approved his appointment. 
 

VI. Graduate Research Fair
 

Although our graduate students have been excited to participate in this event 
we’ve had difficulty getting faculty to judge the event.  Suggestions were: 

• Pre-judge and award the top 10 students with $100.  
• Participating is good for a student’s vita. 
• Suggest that someone come from the Columbia campus. 
• UMC Grad Dean Pam Benoit asks school children from surrounding 

districts to attend so they learn how interesting research can be and its 
importance. 

• Perhaps advertising the research fair with the Bridge Fellowships might 
bring in the press. 

• Tie the event to a theme. 
 
Dr. Stephen Moehrle agreed to judge.  Others still need to be found.  Discussion 
will continue at the October Council meeting. 
 

VII. Fellowships
 

Later this year, Council will review applications and recommend awards for the 
following fellowships: 

 
The Graduate School Recruitment fellowships have two proposed deadlines for 
this year – March 3 and April 3.  The award is $4000 on top of the existing 
departmental stipend.  Even with the additional money, we’ve had difficulty in the 
past recruiting students. 



 
The Dissertation Fellowships’ suggested deadline is February 15.  The award is 
$14,000 for up to one year.   
 
Council empowered Dean Felix to set the deadlines for whenever is best. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 
19. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Teresa Guess 
Vice-Chairperson and Secretary 
 
TG:meh 
 
 


